

















City leadership has long prioritized strategic
investments that enhance livability while
preserving the character that makes
Ridgeland special. This project aligns with
that commitment by expanding amenities
and opportunities without compromising the
values that define our community.

The City of Ridgeland extends its sincere
appreciation to Madison County for its
partnership in bringing this project to life. We
would especially like to thank Gerald Steen,
President of the Madison County Board of
Supervisors, for his leadership and support
throughout this effort. His commitment to

regional collaboration has been instrumental
in advancing this vision.

We are also grateful to PraCon for their
investment and expertise in helping shape
a development that will serve Ridgeland for
years to come. Together, these partnerships
reflect a shared belief in the strength and
future of our community.

As the project progresses, the City will
continue to keep residents informed and
engaged at every step. We are excited

to see this vision become reality and to
continue building a stronger, more vibrant
Ridgeland for generations to come.

YOUR CITY AT WORK

RIDGELAND LIFE *« SUMMER ISSUE 2026 43

STUDENTS LEAD THE WAY:
WORTH A LISTEN

By City Staff

The Ridgeland Mayor’s Youth Council
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Touchstones, is proud to announce

the launch of “WORTH A LISTEN,” a

student-led mental health awareness ini-
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among young people.

The Ridgeland Mayor’s Youth Council is

| _corbrisedl wf Ridgeland residents who

Vv vattarid-4ix schools across the metro area,
giving the group a unique and diverse
perspective on the challenges students
face today. The initiative will begin rolling

bautbarpsyvthead six schools, with a

7 fdngtetmvebdll of expanding the program

statewide.

Research from organizations such as the
National Alliance on Mental lliness and
the American Psychological Association
shows that youth mental health is a grow-
ing public health concern, with nearly

40% of high school students reporting
persistent feelings of sadness or hope-
lessness and about 2 in 5 experiencing

a diagnosable mental health condition
each year. Despite how common these
challenges are, many young people never
receive treatment, highlighting a signif-
icant gap between need and access to
care. Because most mental health condi-
tions begin before age 24, adolescence
represents a critical window for early
identification and intervention. With-
out support, these struggles can impact
academic performance, relationships, and
long-term well-being, underscoring the
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M Young people today are facing pressures and challenges unlike any generation before
them. As a City, we have a responsibility to ensure our students know they are not alone.
‘WORTH A LISTEN’ sends a powerful message that their voices matter, their struggles
are seen, and help is always available. @

Mayor Gene McGee

urgency of expanding access to care, re-
ducing stigma, and strengthening systems
that support youth mental health.

The “WORTH A LISTEN” initiative began
to take shape after an overwhelming
response from students applying to the
Mayor’s Youth Council.

‘As part of the application process, we
asked students to identify the biggest issue
facing their peers today,” said Lisa Walters,
Mayor’s Chief of Staff and coordinator of
the MYC. "An incredible 95% of applicants
pointed to mental health issues, specifically
anxiety, depression, bullying, and social me-
dia addiction. That told us immediately this
was something we could not ignore.”

As the initiative developed, Walters
reached out to Dr. Alyssa Killebrew and
Dr. Jerri Gledhill of Killebrew Psychologi-
cal Services and Essential Touchstones to
help guide the effort.

‘I went to Dr. Killebrew and Dr. Gledhill to
share the idea and get their feedback,” Wal-
ters said. “They didn’t hesitate for a second.
They immediately stepped in to support us
on every level. Their expertise, experience
working with local families and students, and
clinical guidance have been invaluable in
helping shape this initiative. Their compas-
sion, along with that of their entire team, has
been truly incredible.”

“When young people are willing to speak up
and lead on mental health, that is something
we should all pay attention to,” said Dr.
Killebrew. “What makes this initiative so
powerful is that it is coming directly from
students who recognize the need among
their own peers. By combining their voices
with professional guidance and community
support, we can truly begin to reduce stigma
and connect students with the help they
need.”

Youth Mental Health Initiative

o Student-led awareness campaigns

e Distribution of mental health
resources and crisis contacts

e School and community
outreach efforts

e Partnerships with local
and state mental health
organizations

Mavyor’s Youth Council members involved
in the initiative shared the importance of
the message:

“So many students feel like they have to
handle everything on their own, and that’s
just not true. This initiative is about making
sure everyone knows there is someone who
will listen and that it's okay to ask for help.”
(Ashwin Talwar, Ridgeland High School)

“This is my second year being part of the
Mayor’s Youth Council, and something we
keep coming back to is how big an issue
mental health is, not just in our schools, but
everywhere. We see it every day with our
friends and classmates. It's not going away,
but mental health is treatable, and we want
people to know that. That's why we're trying
to start conversations and get the word out.”
(Knox Davidson, Jackson Prep)

“It's time we talk about mental health. Help
is out there, and friends need to support
friends.” (Ra’kiya Smith, Ridgeland High
School)

“I'm excited to be a part of this mental
health initiative. Worth a Listen is something
that will be around for a long time and will
help us all start talking about it. There is
help, and asking for it should not be any-
thing to be ashamed about.” (Bess Borne,
Jackson Academy)

Acknowledgments:

Thank you to those who have played a
huge part in making this initiative a reality:
Mad Genius, Mars Marketing, Killebrew
Psychological Services, and Watkins
Roofing & Construction, the MYC sponsor
this year.
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CITY NOTIFICATIONS & TIPS

. EyeOnWater”
N—

The City of Ridgeland
is pleased to announce
that we have completed

the advanced water
meter improvement
project.

e These improvements enable
access to EyeOnWater,

a FREE tool for you to monitor
water usage and provide leak
detection. It is accessible via

browser or app.

e A better understanding
of your usage can help you make
decisions that could lower
your water bill.

e |ts quick and customizable
leak alerts could save you
hundreds to thousands
of dollars.

e We will no longer mail courtesy
leak letters, and leak alerts must
come from EyeOnWater.

CREATE AN ACCOUNT
TODAY BY VISITING

www.Eyeonwater.Com/signup
or
downloading the app.

You will need your
account number (with dashes)
and zip code.

CITY OF RIDGELAND
POLICE DEPARTMENT

DOWNLOAD ON
THE APP STORE &
GOOGLE PLAY

RIDGELAND

RECYCLING

HELP SPONSOR

VETERANS MEMORY PARK

$200 - BUY A BRICK
$5,000 - BRASS PLAQUE ON PAVER
$10,000 - BRASS PLAQUE ON BENCH
$15,000 « ENGRAVED PLAQUE AT BELL TOWER

TO HONOR A VETERAN CONTAGT:

ALAN HART: 601-853-2027
KIM COOPER: 601-856-7113

3 WAYS TO SIGN UP

GET NOTIGES & ALERT

1: www.RidgelandMS.org
2: www.Ridgeland-MS.MyFreeAlerts.com

3: Text your zip code to 38276
for emergency alerts via SMS only

REMEMBER TO SIGN UP FOR RIDGELAND ALERTS!
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WHO AND WHERE

RIDGELAND
ALDERMEN

DI. Smith Ken Heard Chuck Gautier

Alderman At-Large Ward 1 Ward 2
601-940-2710 601-201-7392 601-506-5913
DI.Smith@RidgelandMS.org Ken.Heard@RidgelandMS.org Chuck.Gautier@RidgelandMS.org

=

Kevin Hblder Brian Ramsey Bill Lee Wesley Hamlin

Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward 5 Ward 6
601-238-5361 601-506-1979 601-278-6256 Mayor Pro Tempore
Kevin.Holder@RidgelandMS.org  Brian.Ramsey@RidgelandMS.org Bill.Lee@RidgelandMS.org 601-454-0353

Wesley.Hamlin@RidgelandMS.org

WARD NUMBER * POLLING LOCATION

WARDS

[]1  WORD OF LIFE CHURCH HIGHLAND COLONY

[[]2 oLpTowN weSLEY CHURCH

D 3 (A) - PAT MCGOWAN CENTER (HOLMES)
(B) - TRACE RIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH

[T]4  COLONIAL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH

[[77]5  RIDGELAND RECREATION CENTER

MT. CHARITY BAPTIST CHURCH

CITY DIRECTORY

ANIMAL CONTROL

animalcontrol@ridgelandms.org 601-856-2121
ANONYMOUS TIP LINE

(criminal investigations division) 601-853-2006
CITY HALL/MAYOR’S OFFICE 601-856-7113

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
(development, property maintenance, zoning, signs, permits)... 601-856-3877

COURT CLERK

(traffic violations, misdemeanors and fines).............uceeucveen. 601-853-2001
EMERGENCY

(police and re dispatch center) 9-1-1
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION (business licenses, elections,
meeting minutes, budget, public records) ...........coucvivncvunnn. 601-856-7113
FIRE DEPARTMENT

(non-emergency calls, safety education programs)...................... 601-856-7004
POLICE DEPARTMENT

(non-emergency calls, public safety concerns) ..., 601-856-2121
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

(roads, garbage, recycling, water, storm water).......................... 601-853-2027

RECREATION AND PARKS (special events, athletics and program
registration, park information) 601-853-2011

UTILITY BILLING DEPARTMENT (water, sewer, garbage,
& recycling billing) utilitybilling@ridgelandms.org................. 601-856-3938

DEPARTMENT HEADS
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CITY MEETINGS

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
1st & 3rd Tuesday - 6:00 p.m.
Work sessions are Mondays prior to Board Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

2nd & 4th Tuesday - 6:00 p.m.

Randy Lynn - Chair, Connie Suber (Secretary), Robert Moore,
Rick Eades, Jim Woodrick, Leigh Ann Sullivan, Jim Powell
City Liaison: Jordan Lohman

KEEP RIDGELAND BEAUTIFUL

First Monday - 4:00 p.m.

Jan Richardson - Chair, Ginger Cocke, Polly Hammett,
Claire Jackson, Phyllis Parker, Kenya Rachal, Lea Anne Stacy
City Liaisons: Tally Berry, Kim Cooper, Matt Dodd,
James Mathews, Ben McDonald

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

Every other month - TBA

Nancy Batson - Chair, Robby Carr, Donna Dye,

Polly Hammett, Mike Porter, Pat Truesdale, Jim Woodrick
City Liaisons: Kim Cooper, Matt Dodd

CONTRACTORS BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS
Quarterly meetings - 4:00 p.m.

Lantz Kuykendall - Chair, Terry Evans, David Pursell,

Steve Rimmer, Clay Sutherland, Keith West

City Liaison: Leslie Thomas

ZONING BOARD

Thursdays, the week of Mayor and

Board of Aldermen meeting - 6:00 p.m.

Bernie Giessner - Chair, Michelle Caballero, Kim Lovato, Theresa
G. Kennedy, Drew Malone, Judy Rice,

David Dunbar, Don Roberts

City Liaison: Jordan Lohman

Public Works Fire Department Finance And Police Department Recreation &
Alan Hart Johnathan Posey Administration Brian Myers Parks Department
Director Fire Chief Angela Richburg Chief of Police John Sidney North
alan.hart@ridgelandms.org johnathan.posey@ridgelandms.org City Clerk/CFO brian.myers@ridgelandms.org Director

angela richburg@ridgelandms.org

john.north@ridgelandms.org
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