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CITY OF RIDGELAND LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE

. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the general welfare of Ridgeland citizens and
visitors by establishing minimum standards for the protection of trees and native plant

communities, to enhance the city’s appearance, and to provide for the proper installa-
tion, maintenance, and land clearing of all sites.

The landscape standards are intended to improve the appearance of Ridgeland from the
public ways and contribute ecologically and aesthetically to the growth and economic
prosperity of the city. These standards are expected to break the visual blight created by
large expanses of vehicular surface areas, to protect the public from the effects of ero-
sion, flooding and obstruction of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, to assist in providing
adequate light and air, prevent overcrowding of land, to provide visual buffering, en-
hance property values, to protect public and private investment, and to improve the
quality of life in the City of Ridgeland. '

The Ordinance when fully implemented will achieve the following objectives:

1. Provide public ways of green vegetation with splashes of color from low maintenance

shrubs and flowers.
2. Buffer/screen walls, fences and parking lots next to the public ways.
3. Provide areas of vegetation in large expanses of paving.
4. To improve the eéological balance within the City.
APPLICATION

This Ordinance shall apply to:

A All new construction within the City that requires the submission of a site plan to obtain

a building permit, i.e., commercial, industrial, multi-family residential, public and manu-
factured housing developments.

__All repairs, alterations or enlargements which require submission of a site plan; whether-

done voluntarily or required because of damage by fire or other casualty loss, if the cost
of reconstruction or repair exceeds 50% of the reproduction cost of the structure.
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AAN

American Association of Nurserymen

Buffering

The use of landscaping, berms, walls, fences, of any combination thereof,
that at least partially block, in a continuous manner, the view from one
area to another.

Caliper

The diameter of a tree at the specified distance above ground level. Cali-
per of the trunk shall be taken 6 inches above the ground up to and in-
cluding 4 inch caliper size and 12 inches above ground for larger sizes.
Used for all NEW material.

Canopy Tree
Any tree whose height exceeds thirty-five (35) feet in height and a crown

spread of thirty (30) feet or more at maturity. Leaves may not obscure
vision when mature below 6 (six) feet in height.

Clearing

The removal or material damage of landscape material by disturbing, ex-
cavating, or removing the underlying soil.

Crown fea

The horizontal distance measured on a straight line across a tree from the
edge of the leaf line or branch ends to the edge of the leaf line or branch
ends on the opposite side of the tree.

Deciduous

Vegetation, plants or trees which tend to shed their leaves each year. |

Diameter Breast

Height (DBH)

© Aheight 4-172 feet above grade.
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(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

7).

Display Area

Outdoor open air area where merchandise for sale or lease is stored
throughout the day and the night.

Drip Line
Shall mean the periphery of the areas underneath a tree which would be

encompassed by the perpendicular lines dropped from the outermost edges
of the crown of the tree.

Earthen berm

‘An earthen mound utilized to meet landscape screening requirements.

Encroachment

Any disturbance in the natural grade, construction of impervious sur-
faces, trenching or excavation, storage of equipment, materials or earth
and the temporary or permanent parking or circulation of vehicles or
equipment.

Evergreen

A plant or tree which tends to retain its leaves year round.
Fence

An enclosure or barrier intended to mark a boundary, screen a view, or
prevent intrusion.

Groundcover

Low growing plants other than grass which grow in a spreading fashion
to form a more or less solid mat of vegetation, and which are generally
included in landscaped areas to prevent soil erosion by providing perme-
able cover for bare earth with a mature height not to exceed two (2) feet.

Impervious
A surface incapable of bemg penetrated (i.e. asphalt, concrete).
Interior Courtyard . .

An open area surrounded on four sides by habitable space in a contiguous
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building.
(18)  lrrigation

The water supply system to shppon the landscaping which may be an
underground sprinkler system, or outlets for manual watering.

(19)  Landscape Island

An area dedicated for landscaping in the interior parking lot of a develop-
ment. The dimensions for the minimum area are ten (10) feet X twenty
(20) feet. The plantings include one shade tree and ten hedges

(20) Loading Area

Any area of a building used for the primary purpose of loading or unload-
ing supplies or material from a commercial building.

(21)  Parking Lot

See vehicular surface area
(22) Planting Area

An area of plantings as specified by the landscape ordinance, i.e. street
yard, transitional protective yard, and landscape island '

(23) Public Safety Device

Devices such as fire hydrants, sprinkler valves, and warning signals whose

purpose is for the safety of the public or operated by public safety agen-
cies.

(24)  Screening

Landscaping, berms, fences, walls, or any combination thereof used to
block or significantly obscure, in a continuous manner, the view from
one area to another. .

(25) Service Area

An area which serves an establishment or building including without limi-
- tation-mechanical systems areas, utility meters, loading docks and out-
door storage areas.
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(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)
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(32)

(33)

Shade tree

An evergreen or deciduous tree whose mature height is thirty-five (35)
feet and which has an expected crown spread of thirty (30) feet or more
determined in accordance with the latest edition of “American Standards
of Nursery Stock,” as set forth by the American Association of Nursery-
men.

Shrub & Hedge

Self-supporting, woody, evergreen species a minimum of thirty (30) inches
in height at maturity and eighteen (18) inches at planting from grade.

treet Y
A landscaped yard area parallel to the recorded or proposed public street
right-of-way. This area shall contain plantings of plants, trees, and other
live vegetation. .
Transitional Protective Yard
A landscaped protective yard adjacent to lot lines, but not nght—of-way
lines, which screens the adjacent properties.

Turf

A covering of compact, dense vegetation plus the matted upper stratum
of earth filled with roots and/or rhizomes.

Utility Service Area

An area which contains any utility box, switching station, transformer,
pedestal or similar above-ground device used to serve any utility.

Vehicular Surface Area

An area where motor vehicles are either stored or driven, including pri-
vate driveways and private streets, but does not include buildings or ar-
eas which are used exclusively as loading areas and service areas.

Vine

Herbaceous or semi-woody plants requiring support upon which to grow
or creeps along the ground and used to provide some screening or buffer-
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34)

ing effects.

" An enclosing structure: made of bnck, stonc earth or other matena.ls

CAL

mtended to mark a boundary, screen & view, or prevent mtmsxon

v, LANDSCAPING PROCEDURES AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Plan Submittal Information Requu'ed

When a site plan is required by the Zomng Ordinance for new commer-
cial, industrial, multi-family, public and manufactured housing develop-

ments, the site plan shall be accompanied by a landscape plan. The land- -

scape plan shall contain the information listed in paragraphs (1) through

Page 6

(4) below, or any additional information as determined by the Architec-

tural Review Board, or the Mayor and Board of Aldermen to enable them
to determine whether the landscape plan should be approved.

The Landscape Plan shall include:

- L All existing and/or proposed land uses ﬁjohhg or adja-

cent to the site and within one hundred (100) feet of the
site, excluding properties across a public street; the resi-
dential density of development of these adjoining tracts;
the location and dimensions of planting areas, street yards,
vehicular surface areas, and transitional yards; and screen-
ing areas for loading, display areas or utility service areas.

2. The number, location, species, height and size in diam-
- eter caliper above the grade of existing natural trees be-
tween the principal building and public street right-of-way

which are to be maintained or presetved for credit.

3. Existing and proposed landscapmg, including landscaping
and screening that is required by this Ordinance; the loca-
tion, species, size by caliper size in plantmg areas to com-
ply with this Ordinance; the number, spacing, size and spe-
cies of planting material; the size of walls, earthen berms,
and fences; provisions for watering (either hose bibs or
underground sprinkler systems), soil stablhzanon, plant
protection, and maintenance access.

4 The location and description of any barriers to be erected

to protect any vegetation from damage both during and
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aﬁer constructxon |
Deferral of Landscape lnstal]atlon

: lfat the time ofa request for ﬁnal inspection, the required landscaping is

- notin place and it is determined by the City that because of the unavail-
ability of plant material or that requiring completion of the landscaping at
the time of such a request would jeopardize the health of plant materials
or weather conditions prohibit the completion of planting, the developer/
owner shall make the following arrangements to secure a Certificate of

‘ Occupancy

1. The developer/owner shall submit copies of a landscape plan drawn
by a licensed landscape contractor gardener, or landscape archi-

tect and a contract, binding for six (6) months from the date approved by

the City, for the completion of the landscape work. Such contract shall

specify that the work shall be completed before or during the six months - |

immediately following the date of application for a Certificate of Occu-
pancy. The City shall not be a pany nor a third party beneficiary to said
contract.

2. The developer/owner shall also agree in writing that he,

or his successors or assigns, shall provide the required
planting within the six (6) month period specified in para-
graph (1) above, as a condition for obtammg a Certificate

of Occupancy.

3. The developer/owner shall also agree that the use/occu-
pancy will be discontinued, if the required planting is not
provided as required in paragraph (1) above. Violation of
these provisions shall constitute an unauthorized illegal
occupancy.

View Obstruction - Site Distances

Landscaping shall not obstruct the view of motorists using any street,
private driveway, parking aisles or the approach to any street intersec-
tion. Plants or shrubs must not be higher than two (2) feet at maturity
when located in site distance corridors established by the City of Ridgeland
Parking and Traffic Standards. Landscaping shall not obstruct the view
of public safety devices and must provide adequate access and operation
of public safety devices as specified by the responsible public safety agency.

Page 7
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STREET PROTECTIVE YARD

A

Purpose

It is the intent of this section to establish a landscaped planting area par-
allel to the recorded public street right-of-way and in accordance with the
City Zoning Ordinance. This area shall contain plantings of trees and
other live vegetation to provide a more pleasing view from the ways of
travel, to provide a continuity of vegetation throughout the City, to re-
duce the amount of impervious surface and reduce stormwater runoff, to

filter air, and to provide shade. Such landscaping should allow for iden-

tification of the building and its uses.
Design Standards

Street protective yards shall be landscaped and be properly maintained by
the owner and shall have live vegetation, groundcover, grass, trees, shrubs,
and may contain screening for loading, utility service, and display areas,
and plantings for vehicular surface areas. The street protective yard shall
meet all the following requirements. ‘

1. Size of Street Protective Yard

A street protective yard shall have a minimum width of
five (5) feet measured perpendicularly to the right-of-way.
One tree per fifty (50) linear feet of road frontage is re-
quired. '(Exhibit XI-1) The width of the street protective
yard shall comply with the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance.

2. Impervious Surfaces

No more than fifteen (15) percent of the required protec-

tive yard shall be covered with animpervious surface which
may be used for ingress or egress, walkways, fountains or
walls.

3. Tree Quantity and Spacing

Each street yard shall contain at least one (1) shade tree
for every fifty (50) linear feet of street yard or fraction
thereof, as measured from the corners of the property and
shall be located so that at least one (1) shade tree is within
every seventy-five (75) linear feet of street yard or frac-
tion thereof. Trees shall be planted at least ten (10) feet

Page 8
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from any tree on the public right-of-way. (Exhibit XI-1).
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4, Tree Size at Instaliation

The street yard shall contain live trees. Trees at installa-
tion shall be a minimum of eight (8) ft. in height and at
least six and one-fourth (6-1/4) inches in circumference
measured at four and one half (4-1/2) feet above grade.

5. Tree Size at Maturity

Allrequired trees in the street yard must be a local species
with an expected mature height of thirty-five (35) feet or
greater and an expected mature crown spread of at least
thirty (30) feet or greater unless subject to an overhead
power line in which case the mature height may be less.
(See Appendix A) (Exhibit XI-2)- :

Page 9




Landscape Ordinance

08T X-2 STREET YARDS
)
5 30° VINIVAA CROWN WIDTH
§ ! i
T
. 1 //\\ lz
@ - 7. ) 13
g s ¢ “~ I 3
: " i h \\ ! i§-
2z 't; ' ‘-( 2
¥ =~ F T
. TN R @ I
ve o < i
E g 38 }7:' TS TG
¥ . - I3 PR ] :
§ Fi'. o v = e’v"d“-p“?
2| w%’gb s 1 1
o N sl i '
P —— ‘ N

Shrub Quantity and Spacing

Each street yard shall contain at least ten (10) live shrubs
for every fifty (50) linear feet of street yard or fraction
thereof, as measured from the corners of the property.
Where the shrubs are required to screen parked vehicles,
the planted rate shall be seventeen (17) plants for every
fifty (50) linear feet of street yard or fraction thereof.

Shrub Size at Installation

The street yard shall contain shrubs, either existing or
planted, of height and spread conforming to sizes and
grades established by AAN standards for a particular va-
riety of shrub. Shrubs shall be a minimum of 18 inches for
upright plants. (See Appendix A).

Shrub Size at Maturity

All required shrubs in the street yard must be a locally
adapted species with an expected mature height of thirty
(30) inches or greater and/or an expected mature spread
of thirty (30) inches or greater within three (3) years of
planting.

Page 10
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C Front Set-Back Requirements-See the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Ridgeland

D. Tree Credit

Preservation of existing live natural trees between the principal building
and the public street right-of-way can be credited towards the tree quan-

tity requirements of this Ordinance.

1. Method of Calculation and Minimum Size

The number of credited trees shall be determined by mea-
suring, at a height of four and one-half (4-1/2) feet above
grade level. To receive credit, each preserved tree shall be
at least six and one-quarter inches (6-1/4) in circumnfer-
ence. (Exhibit X1-11)

EXHBIT X1 _ STREET YARDS
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2. Protection

Each preserved tree shall be protected by:

a.

Construction should not take place within
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the drip line of the tree.

b. There should not be 6 inches of grade
change (cut or fill) within the drip line.

c. If either of the above 2 items are violated,
a plan to preserve the tree, prepared by a
horticultural professional (arborist pre-
ferred) would be required in order to grant
the credit.

3. Diseased Trees

No credit will be allowed for any tree if the tree is un-
healthy or dead. The death of or replacement of any pre-
served tree which was used for credit requires the owner
to plant new trees equal to the number of credited trees;
such plantings shall meet the applicable requirements of
the Ordinance. - i o

VL. VEHICULAR SURFACE AREA LANDSCAPE REGULATIONS

A

Purpose

It is the intent of this section to provide relief from row upon row of
parked vehicles or asphalt, to add color and interest, to add shade and to
modify and reduce the deleterious visual, environmental and aesthetic

effects of expanded and proposed vehicular surface areas. (Exhibit XI-3)
EXHBIT X-3 VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS
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B.

Application

These requirements are for all vehicular surface areas, required or other-
wise, regardless of the zoning district where they are located. (Excep-

tion:  This ordinance shall not apply in R-1 and R-2 districts.)

Street Yard Plantings Requirements

All new vehicular surface areas and portions of expanded vehicular sur-
face areas that are proposed within fifty (50) feet of any street right-of-
way are required to have a visually modifying screen or barrier of plants,
closed fences, walls, earthen berms, or any combination thereof that meet

all of the following:

1.

Space Occupation

The natural plants, closed fences, walls, earthen berms, or
combination there of, must occupy at least seventy-five
(75) percent of a vertical rectangular plane equal to the
peripheral length of the vehicular area, in feet, times an
average height of three (3) feet as measured from the sur-
face edge of the vehicular area. Such rectangular plane

shall be exclusive of driveways and sight lines used for .

easy and safe automobile access and egress. No addi-
tional consideration towards meeting the seventy-five (75)
per cent average requirement shall be given for any mate-
rial greater than eighty-four (84) inches in height. (Ex-
hibit XI4)

[}
-6
FOR DISPAY ARFAS

Arrangement

No more than four (4) continuous feet of the vertical plane
asmeasuredand viewed perpendicular from the street may
be void of any natural plants, earthen berms, closed fences
or walls, or combinations thereof. A break in the screen is
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permitted only when the break isn't opposite a parked
vehicle. (Exhibit XI-5)

EXHET X5 VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS

3. Fences and Walls

Fences and walls which are used shall be of the same or -
compatible texture and quality, material and color as the
principal building. (Exhibit X1-7)

BT X7 VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS
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Additional planting materials shall be provided so that no
more than two-thirds (2/3) of the surface area of the fence
or wall is visible from the street within three (3) years of
erection of the structure. Forty (40) per cent of this plant
material may be deciduous. (Exhibit XI-8)

VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS

174 OF HEGHT OF WALL

/-

Any berms installed shall have a minimum height of one
and one-half (1-1/2) feet and a minimum crown width of
two (2) feet and a side slope of no greater than two-to-
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one (2:1), and shall be planted and covered with live veg-
etation. (Exhibit X1-9)
©omT e VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS

2 MMM CROWN WIDTM

& Y]

Shrubs

All natural shrubs installed to satisfy the requirements of
this subsection shall be a locally adapted species expected
to reach a minimum height of thirty (30) inches and a mini-
mum spread of thirty (30) inches within three (3) years of

planting. All shrubs shall be a minimum eighteen (18)
inches tall when planted. Low growing shrubs may be
used. (Exhibit XI-10).

EXHET X-0 VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS

18" HDGHT WHEN PLANIED
30" WIFN 3 YEARS

Live vegetation planted on berms may have a lesser ma-
ture height if the combined height of the berm and the
plantings after three (3) years is at least thirty (30) inches
high. Forty (40) per cent of all shrubs may be deciduous.

D. Interior Plantings Requirements

L

Planting Areas

In addition to all other landscape requirements, all areas,
temporary or permanent, shall provide and maintain land-
scaped planting areas within the interior of or adjacent to
the vehicular surface area or both. Each interior planting
area shall contain a minimum of 200 sq. ft. with a mini-
mum dimension of (10) feet. Courtyards located inside

the extension walls of a building are excluded from this
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ordinance.
2. Size of New Canopy Trees

Each planting area shall contain at least one (1) locally
adapted shade tree at least eight (8) feet in height and a
minimum size of six and one-quarter (6-1/4) inches in cir-
cumference for newly planted trees measured at four and
one half (4-1/2) feet above grade.

A non-canopy tree may be substituted if a canopy tree will
block the view of an installed and operating security sys-
tem camera. '

3. Mature Shade Tree Size

Shade tree as used herein means any tree, evergreen or
deciduous, whose mature height of its species can be ex-
pected to exceed thirty-five (35) feet and which has an
expected crown spread of thirty (30) feet or more or is
considered a shade tree in accordance with the latest edi-
tion of “American Standards of Nursery Stock”, set forth
by the American Association of Nurserymen.

4 Tree Planting Requirements

Trees shall be required at the minimum rate of one (1)
natural shade tree for every ten parking spaces. The park-
ing rows shall begin and terminate with a landscape island
and no more than fifteen (15) parking spaces shall be per-
mitted in a continuous row without being interrupted by a
landscape island. Landscape islands shall be a minimum
of 200 sq. ft. All vehicular surface areas located within
the same block which serve one (1) or more businesses or
uses of land or share unified ingress or egress shall be
considered as a single vehicular surface area for the pur-
pose of computing the required rate of trees, notwithstand-
ing ownership. All landscape islands and other interior
landscape areas shall be curbed to prevent vehicular en-
croachment. (Exhibit XI-12)

5 ‘Location of Shade Trees and I.andscaped Island Areas

Léndscaped island areas are to be located within or adja-
cent to the parking area as tree islands, at the end of park
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ing bays, inside ten (10) foot wide or greater medians, or
between rows of cars or as part of continuous street or
transitional protective yards. As long asthe minimum stan-
dards of this section are met, the number, size, and shape
of landscaped island arca shall be at the discretion of the
owner.

No vehicular parking space shall be separated from a shade
tree by an intervening building or be located further than
fifty (50) feet from the tree trunk of a shade tree in a plant-
ing area with one (1) tree or seventy-five (75) feet from
the trunk of a shade tree in a planting area with 2 or more
shade trees, with a maximum spacing between the trees of
fifty (50) feet, existing or planted. Any landscaped island
area shall contain a continuous growing area for each tree
therein. (Exhibit XI-13)

BHET X8 VEHICULAR SURFACE AREAS

I |

2 &

g 7

B

x & 2

L3 i
'3
200 H
SOUARE FEET :
©

sl

6.  Shrubs

Shrubs shall be required at a rate of one (1) shrub per
three (3) vehicle parking spaces. Shrubs shall not attain a
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maximum size greater than twenty-four (24) inches high
within three (3) years of planting or may be ground cover.
All shrubs shall be a minimum of twelve (12) inches tall
when planted. No more than forty (40) per cent of the
required shrubs may be deciduous.

7. . Berms

Earthen berms may be provided or the ground sloped. Any
earthen berms used to comply with this requirement shall
have a minimum height of one and one-half (1-1/2) feet
and a side slope of two (2) to one (1) and shall be planted
with a locally adapted species of shrubs which conform to
subsection (6) above. However, shrubs planted on berms
may have a lesser height provided that the combined height -
of the berm and plantings after three (3) years is at least

thirty (30) inches high.

8. Optional Interior Plantings for Horizontal Parking Ar-
rangements

When the owner plans to use a horizontal parking design,
the required interior plantings may be done as beds be-
tween two rows of the parking spaces which are horizon-
tal to the building front. There shall be an adequate pum-
ber of horizontal beds to meet the minimum requirements
of this Section. There is no requirement for a bed be-
tween each row of parking spaces unless that is necessary
to meet the minimum requirements. The beds shall be of
sufficient depth to insure the healthy maintenance of the
trees and other plantings therein. Sufficient numbers of
paved openings will be allowed for efficient pedestrian traf-
fic, but should not be so wide to allow or encourage mo-
torized vehicles to cut through the horizontal walkway.

VIO. LOADING, DISPLAY, AND UTILITY SERVICE AREA LANDSCAPE REGULATIONS

A Screening of Garbage Facilities and Dumpsters From a Public Right-of-Way
(as defined in the City of Ridgeland Zoning Ordinance)

All loading areas and display areas with a minimum dimension of fifteen (15)
linear feet or more, and utility service areas not screened by an intervening build-
ing shall be screened from view from all public street rights-of-way for the entire
length except for necessary access.
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Loading Areas

Screening for loading areas may be accomplished by a
closed fence and/or wall which is at least six (6) feet high
and is the same or compatible, in terms and quality, with
the material and color of the principal building. Addi-
tional planting material shall be provided so that no more
than two-thirds (2/3) of the surface area of the closed fence
and/or wall is visible from the street within three (3) years
of erection of the structure. The screening may also be
accomplished with a natural evergreen plant material which
can be expected to reach six (6) feet or greater within
three (3) years of planting. Any plant materials used to
fulfill these requirements shall be a minimum of three (3)
feet in height when planted, and there shall be no gap
greater than four (4) feet between plant materials.

Display Arcas

Screening for display areas may be accomplished by natu-
ral plants, wood fencing, walls, earthen berms, or any com-
bination thereof to meet the requirements of this section
so long as all the following are met.

a. Screening Area

The natural plants, closed fences, walls,
earthen berms or any combination thereof,
must occupy seventy-five (75) per cent of
a vertical rectangular plane equal to the
peripheral length of the display area, in feet,
times the average height of two (2) feet
six (6) inches as measured from the sur-
face edge of the display area. Such rect-
angular plane shall be exclusive of drive-
ways and sight lines used for safe automo-
bile access and egress. No additional con-
sideration towards meeting the seventy-five
(75) per cent average requirements shall
be given for any material greater than sixty-
six (66) inches in height.

b. Continuity of Screen

No more than six (6) continuous feet of
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the vertical plane as measured and viewed
perpendicular from the street may be void
of any natural plants, berms, closed fences,
or walls or combinations thereof.

Fences and Walls

Fences and walls which are used shall be
of the same or compatible in terms of tex-
ture and quality, material, and color as the
principal building. Additional planting
materials shall be provided so that no more
then two-thirds (2/3) of the surface areas
of the fence and/or wall is visible from the
street within three (3) years of erection of
the structure. Forty (40) per cent of this
plant material may be deciduous.

Earth Berms

Any berms installed shall have a minimum
height of one and one-half (1-1/2) feet and
a minimum crown width of two (2) feet
and a side slope of no greater than two to
one (2:1), and it shall be planted with live
vegetation.

Shrubs

All shrubs installed to satisfy the require-
ments of this subsection shall be 2 locally
adapted species expected to reach a mini-
mum height of twenty-four (24) inches and
a minimum spread of twenty-four (24)
inches. All shrubs shall be a minimum
twelve (12) inches tall. Live vegetation
planted on berms may have a lesser ma-
ture height provided that the combined
height of the berm and the plantings after
three (3) years are at least twenty-four (24)
inches high. Forty (40) per cent of all
shrubs may be deciduous.
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Utility Service Areas

Utility service areas which are located outside of the pub-
lic right-of-way and exceed forty-two (42) inches in height
and forty-two inches in any other dimension shall be

- screened from the public right-of-way. Foundation pads,

six (6) inches or less in height, will not be included in the
measurement of the dimensions. Screening shall not be
required for utility service areas located further than fifty
(50) feet from the public right-of-way. Screening for util-
ity service areas may be accomplished by locally adapted
plantings, evergreen or deciduous, which are a minimum
of eighteen (18) inches tall when planted.  Landscaping
materials are expected to reach a mature height and width
equal to, or greater than, the utility structures which are
to be screened. Screening shall be accomplished in such a
manner as to allow safe operation and access to the utility
service area.

B. Screening of Loading Areas From Residential Zoning Districts

Loading areas located adjacent to residential property shall be screened
from view from the property zoned residential with an earthen berm, closed

fence and/or solid wall which is at least six (6) feet high. Such structure

shall conform to the standards set forth in subsection (1) above.

VII. INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF LANDSCAPING

Alllandscaping shall be of nursery stock quality and shall be installed in a
sound workmanlike manner and according to accepted good planting
procedures. All landscaping shall be adapted to climate conditions of the
area, and consideration shall be given to not planting large trees near
utilities. All landscaping shall be maintained in good condition and in

accordance with all provisions of this Ordinance as follows:

1.

All landscaping shall present at all times a healthy, neat,
clean, orderly, disease-free and pest-free appearance.

All landscaping soil and fill shall be free from weeds, refuse,
and debris at all times.

Landscaping elements such as walls and fences shall be
constructed in a sound workmanlike manner with adequate
support or footings and shall be repaired or replaced as
needed to preserve an attractive appearance and to func-
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tion as intended.

4. Any dead plant material or material which fails to show
healthy growth must be removed within thirty (30) days.

5. Replacement of removed blant material must take place
within ninety (90) days of removal or notification by the
City, whichever occurs first.

6. Any replacement plant material must mest the sizc and
other characteristics of newly planted material as required
in this Ordinance.

7. Maintenance of all landscaping is the responsibility of the
property owners.

8. Trees and large shrubs shall be adequately supported as
necessary, using stakes and guys. Such supports shall be
designed to protect trees and shrubs from injury. Trees
and shrubs shall be fastened to the supports with an ac-
ceptable commercial tree tie of plastic or hose covered
wire.

9. In the event of a8 major catastrophic natural disaster, the Mayor

and Board of Aldermen reserve the right to approve the time frame
for replacement of the approved landscape plan.

IMPLEMENTATION (See Architectural Review Ordinance)

A

The Landscape Plan provided herein shall be made a part of each application for ap-
proval by the Architectural Review Board for the construction, reconstruction, alter-
ation or restoration of any building provided by the City of Ridgeland Ordinance on
Architectural Control adopted January 18, 1994, as amended.

The Landscape Plan shall be reviewed and appealed, if necessary, in the same manner and
pursuant to the same procedure and criteria provided in the Ordinance on Architectural
Control. ‘

Compliance with installation of the approved Landscape Plan shall be the responsibility
of the Building Official.
Compliance with the requirements of maintenance of the landscaping provided in Sec-

tion VIII of this Ordinance shall be the responsibility of the Bmldmg Official.

The Bmldmg Oﬁcml is authonzed to seek techmcal assistance on quesnons concerning
proper installation and maintenance of plantings required by this Ordinance.
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X. ENFORCEMENT

Page 23

Any person, firm or corporation failing to comply with any provision of
this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon convic-
tion shall be fined not more than fifty ($50.00) dollars. Each day’s con-
tinuance of violations shall be considered a seperate offense.
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